Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 16547 170229Z 
66 

ACTION EA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CU-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-01 INR-05 

L-01 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 OMB-01 DRC-01 /056W 

017608 

R 161045Z OCT 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7661 
INFO AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 16547 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR,HH, VN 

SUBJECT: NORTH VIETNAM REPORTEDLY OFFERS CULTURAL EXCHANGES WITH 
THAILAND 

REF: A) FBIS D160246Z OCT 74; B) FBIS D160936Z OCT 74 

1. BOTH "THE NATION" AND THE "BANGKOK POST” OF OCT. 16 
HEADLINED STORIES THAT NORTH VIETNAM HAS OFFFERED TO 
LAUNCH A CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM WITH THAILAND (REF A). 

THE MESSAGE WAS REPORTEDLY CARRIED BY PHANSAK WINYARAT, 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR OF THE "SOCIAL SCIENCE REVIEW", WHO 
WAS GRANTED A VISA FOR A 3-WEEK VISIT TO THE DRV IN LATE 
SEPTEMBER. PHANSAK QUOTES VU QUOC UY, DIRECTOR OF THE 

DRV COMMISSION FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 

AS SAYING: "THERE IS NO PROBLEM IN PRINCIPAL, ABOUT AN 
EXCHANGE OF JOURNALISTS AND ARTISTS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES 
AS LONG AS THE POLITICAL CLIMATE IS GOOD." "THE NATION" 

QUOTED DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI CHUNHAWAN AS CON- 
FIRMING THAT HANOI HAS WXPRESSED A WILLINGNESS TO EXCHANGE 
CULTURAL DELEGATIONS AS A FIRST STEP TOWARD ESTABLISHING 
A POLITICAL DIALOGUE. 
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2. PHIRAT ITSARASENA, CHIEF OF THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
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AFFAIRS PRESS DIVISION, ISSUED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT TO 
NEWSMEN OCT. 16: "WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO A CULTURAL 
EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE DRV AND THAILAND. NECESSARY ARRANGE- 
MENTS WILL BE MADE THROUGH PROPER CHANNELS OF COMMUNICA- 
TION. WE SINCERELY HOPE THIS WILL BE THE BEGINNING OF AN 
ERA OF PEACE AND COOPERATION FOR THE TWO COUNTRIES AND 
FOR THE REGION OF SOUTHEAST ASIA AS A WHOLE." (REF B). 

3. IN ANSWERING QUESTIONS, PHYRAT SAID THAT THE CHANNELS 
OF COMMUNICATION WOULD BE THE THAI AND DRV EMBASSIES IN 
(UNSPECIFIED) THIRD COUNTRIES. HE INDICATED THAT THE STORIES 
IN THE "POST", "THE NATION" AND "PRACHATIPATAI" ALL CAME 
FROM THE SAME SOURCE, AND THAT CHATCHAI HAD COMMUNICATED 
WHAT PHANS AK SAID TO THE CABINET AT A MEETING OCTOBER 15. 

4. AN MFA OFFICIAL TOLD AN EMBASSY OFFICER OCT. 16 THAT 
PHANSAK APPARENTLY CONTACTED THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ON HIS 
OWN AND COMMUNICATED THE REPORTED MESSAGE DIRECTLY TO THE 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OR THE DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER. 

HE SPECULATED THAT THE DRV WOULD BACK AWAY FROM THE OVER 
TURE, IF THERE ACTUALLY WAS ONE, NOW THAT IT HAD APPEARED 

IN THE NEWSPAPERS. 

5. COMMENT: THE RTG STATEMENT ON THE REPORTED OVERTURE 

IS YET ANOTHER ATTEMPT BY RTG OFFICIALS TO EXPAND CONTACTS 
WITH THE DRV. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER THIS EFFORT 
WILL HAVE ANY MORE SUCCESS THAN PREVIOUS RTG INITIATIVES 
TOWARD THE DRV. 
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